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:i Chile i More, Image Building • 

;| '■ i ; ' |The Chi, ean government is .launching a ne w dip- 

,,! ! iomatic campaign aesignec z.o Promote better xeiatlons 
;j. with other nations. Part of the reason for this is 
probably the! efcluiigjiLng impact Of' the recent cutback 
in "US military 1 and economic aid I 
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1 ‘ 'Foreign; Minister Carvajal .ia sched- 

uling a swing through Europe in' early September with 
stops in Spain/ France, West Germany, and the UK. 

The Chilean foreign ‘ministry is. eager to take ad- 
vantage of the successful outcome -of last month's 
Sixth General Assembly 'of the OAS in Santiago and 
the important gains in international respectability 
j! it- has anticipated. There are a few indications 
jj that .the furorover human rights in Chile is abating 
ii somewhat, and some Western European governments are 
■[taking' a more conciliatory attitude. in their dealings 
! with Santiago. =' 

... Chile has entertained a succession of visitors 
i recently-including officials from West Germany, 

■ Jordan, and Iran— for the purpose of strengthening 
.! diplomatic and economic ties. The Chilean press 
claims that a contract was signed with Iran for the 
purchase of enough petroleum to meet almost a quarter 
. of Chile's import needs. There is a strong possip 
bility that Santiago is. also exploring opportunities 
for arms purchase] 



1,1 Kmong other actions intended to dramatize 
Chile's .interest in obtaining more favorable treat- 
ment abroad, ; President Pinochet last week installed 
the 18-member council of state, an advisory body 
composed of two former presidents and other prominent 
persons^ Formation of the council is widely regarded 
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5 ;! ‘ :w*-J le the issuance of the first portion of the 
sconstitf. ion may constitute some modest advance in 
’the regime's efforts to gain broader acceptance, 
dt is unlikely to have much practical effect. Even 
: if. the state of /siege is lowered another notch--and 
it seams likely 'to be on September .ll--the personal 
'guarantees spelled out in the new acts will probably 
not be fully implemented at that time. Nevertheless, 
'the psychological impact may be such that security 
'forces will exercise greater constraint in handling 
political prisoners and be tn ore_.j 1 1 e n t i ve to the 
protection of human rights. 
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